
My city 

We are in the centre of a big city. There are high buildings (sky-scrapers) on 

each side of the street. The traffic is heavy: buses and trolley-buses carrying 

passengers; trucks and vans carrying mail and loads. There are different kinds of 

cars running along the streets. Be careful crossing the street, look at the traffic-light:  

The green light says — go,  

The yellow says — attention,  

The red light says — no, no any action.  

When the green light flashes first look on the left, in the middle of the street 

look on the right and after that you may go on crossing the road if everything is all 

right. All the people walk on the pavement (sidewalk). Some of them are in a hurry 

and others might stop at the large display window, they are interested in some things 

to buy or they simply look at their own reflection.  

 

Read and translate the dialogue.  

M: It's a rush-hour now and we are at a loss, how we can get faster to the railway 

station.  

D: Mum, what time does our train leave? M: At seven. D: And when will it arrive 

at Saratov?  

M: Early in the morning. (To a passer-by). Excuse me, would you tell me by what 

can we go to the railway station?  

P: You should take the Number 3 bus as far as the Big Park, get off and then you'll 

have to change to the Number 5 trolley-bus.  

M: Thank you. (In the bus).  

M: What's the fare?  

C: It depends on the distance.  

M: How much will it be to the Big Park?  

C: 40 pence.  

M: Here is the money.  

C: This is your change, Madam. (In the trolley-bus).  

M: We need to be at the station. When shall we get off, please?  

P: In three stops.  

M: And then is it far?  

P: No, two minutes walk through the subway.  

M: Thank you very much. (To her daughter). We'll be in time for the train and also 

have time for buying drinks and cakes or sandwiches at the station kiosk.  

D: And what shall we do in Saratov?  

M: Simply go sightseeing and rest.  

D:That'g great!  

 

rush hour — час пик  

subway — подземный переход  

at a loss — в растерянности  

go sightseeing — осматривать достопримечательности  

as far as — доехать до 



Kazan 

My native town is Kazan. It is the capital of Tatar Republic. It is situated on 

the picturesque banks of the Volga river. Kazan is an important centre of industry, 

economy, science and culture. It is an encyclopaedia of Tatar and Russian history. 

With a population of 1.2 million, Kazan has a total of 15 higher educational 

institutions with 66 thousand students who master the professions of doctors, 

teachers, engineers, economists, lawyers and many others. The Kazan University 

which was founded in 1804 is one of the oldest universities in the world.  

Kazan is a cultural centre. There are a lot of museums in our sity. You can 

enjoy yourself visiting the Museum of Fine Arts and the Exhibition Hall. Beautiful 

masterpieces of Shishkin, Vasiliev, Maximov are represented here.  

If you are a keen theatre-goer, you may visit performances at the Opera and 

Ballet theatre, at the Tatar Drama or Russian Drama Theatres.  

One cannot help admiring the beautiful white-wall Kremlin, old churches, 

cosy streets and mansions, monuments and mosques of Kazan. Our city is famous 

for its parks and squares.  

We are proud of many famous people who lived and worked in Kazan. The 

names of the scientists Lobachevsky, Butlerov, Zinin, the great poets G.Tukai and 

M.Jalil, the composers S.Saidashev and Sofia Gubaydullina are known all over the 

world.  

Besides Kazan is a big industrial and economic centre. Hundreds of plants and 

factories produce medical equipment, chemical products, planes, helicopters, clothes 

and food.  

There are a lot of joint ventures, banks, exchanges and offices in my town.  

Kazan is a large transport centre: there is a river port, two railway stations and 

two airports. Many businessmen and tourists visit our republic and its capital.  

The suburbs are also fairy-like. Beautiful forests, lakes, small rivers surround 

Kazan. The majestic river Volga attracts many people. I love my native town. 

 

Ask questions:  

a) Where do you live?  

b) Is it a city or a town?  

c) What is the capital of Tatarstan?  

d) What river is Kazan situated on?  

e) Why do we say that Kazan is a city of students?  

f) Prove that Kazan is a big cultural centre,  

g) Is Kazan a big industrial centre?  

h) What are the main places of interest in Kazan?  

i) Why can we be proud of our city?  

j) Does Kazan attract many foreign businessmen? Why?  

k) Is there a circus and Puppet Theatre in Kazan?  

l) What places do religious people of different nationalities visit?  

m) What can you say about suburbs of the capital?  

n) Why do you like your native town? 


